The Illusion by School of Theatre and Dance,
Illinois State University
ISU ReD: Research and eData
School of Theatre and Dance Programs Theatre and Dance
Spring 2018
The Illusion
School of Theatre and Dance
Illinois State University
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/sotdp
Part of the Theatre and Performance Studies Commons
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Theatre and Dance at ISU ReD: Research and eData. It has been accepted for inclusion in
School of Theatre and Dance Programs by an authorized administrator of ISU ReD: Research and eData. For more information, please contact
ISUReD@ilstu.edu.
Recommended Citation







No Party 7bo Big Or 7bo Small 
Brad Barlzer 
~
tho~(; I i{cud • l\lc>o ,n1:~tn•1 II ht .. o l 
~wq-00;1-9sq1 
~ Visit our 2 nearby locations 
f .- I 1240E.EmpireSt. Arb1rs· Bloomington, IL 
,-.,,,. 3 ~ 610 W. Raab Rd. 
~ Normal.IL 




SHOW THIS PLAYBILL & GET 
115 OFF YOUR BILLI 
Excludes Alcohol. . 5131/18 . 
./~ Central Illinois 
./4, Regional Airport 
........... at 8/aamington-Narmal 
www.clra.com 
Your Easy, Low-Cost Way to Fly! 
m Quality, Precl!fon, Excellence 
(\)Allstate. 
Yau'~ln a:oadhttich. 
I help safe drivers 
save 45% or more. 
Michael Rudicil, CLU 
(309) 683-8918 
3801 G.E. Rd #2A • Bloomington 
rudlcllOallstate.com 
8~winS 8tudio 
1503 E. College Ave. Suite C 
Normal, IL 61761 
309-452-7313 
Quality Fashion and Quilting Fabrics 
Sewing Machines 
Authorized Dealer For: BERNINA and 
Husqvama Viking 
Sewing Classes • Machine Repairs 
normal public 
library 
LET US BE YOUR NORMAL LIBRARY 
~ access to books, ~ take part in free 
L1lJ ebooks. and audlobooks L....e, act vlties for all ages 
~ check out the latest vtdoo 8 getting a card Is free! ~ giimcs, movll!S, and jus1 nave- your d1 ve1 , 
IY series l,consc end II J>IC!<I? of mall 
wllh your Normal add1ess 
you con us~ your Bloomington Library cord too 






Mon & Tue: 8-5 
Wed - Fri: 8-6 
SatM 
Sun: 11-3 
2401 S. Bunn 
Bloomington, IL 61704 
Retad Meats (309) 828-9731 
www .bloomington-meats.com 
r 
Written by Tony Kushner 
Adapted from L'/1/usion Comique by Pierre Corneille 
Presented by The School of Theatre and Dance 
*There will be one 10 minute intermission* 
Cast (In Order of Appearance} 
Pridamant ••••••••••.••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• Matthew Byrne 
Amanuensis ••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• Grant Brown 
Alcandre ................................................................................... Kelsey Fisher-Waits 
Calisto •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.••.•.•••••••••••••••.•.• Jacob Artner 
Melibea ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• Briana Golden 
Elicia ••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••• Spencer Brady 
Pleribo •••••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.• Robert Hunter Bry 
Matamore ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jack Hradecky 
Scenic Design 
CAROLINE DISCHELL * 
Sound Design 











*Denotes Master of Fine Arts candidate 







Blain1s Farm & Fleet 
2201 W. Market• Bloomington, IL 
309-829-0018 • www.farmandfleet.com 
ANTHONY PECORA DDS, MS 
Periodontics • Dental Implants 
2103 E. Washington • Bloomington, IL 
309-664-1122 
Diplomate, American Board Of Periodonto/ogy 
REPAIR SHOP 
~eweA~S~! 








Each Keller Williams Really office is indcpcnden1ly owned & opcrutcd. 
NORD CONSTRUCTION 
EXCAVATING/SITE WORK/GPS BY DENVER/DEMOLITION SERVICES/SNOW REMOVAL 
206 W. WASHINGTON ST. • BLOOMINGTON.IL 
309•829•8613 309•820•8815 DONNA 
Asahel Gridley Antiques 
217 East Front Street • Bloomington, Illinois 61701 
JIM WHITE/ANDY WILLITS 
HOURS: FRIDAY-SATURDAY• 11 :00AM-5:00PM 
S STORE fRoNTS Wnu 16 RooMS SPECIALlZING IN PERIOD, CouHTRi &. V1croR1AN 
fURNITURE, ACCESSORIES, PORCELAIN, 6LASSWARE, RUGS &. WGHTIHG 
www.GridleyAntiques.com 
Shop:309-829-9615 309-662-1978 
Technical Director ................................................................................................. Dave George 
Asst. Stage Manager .......................................................................................... Dana Rochford 
Master Electrician ........................................................................................... Nick Chamernick 
Asst. Lighting Designer ..................................................................................... Laura Gisondi* 
Asst. Master Electrician/Board Op ........................................................................ Anders Titus 
Asst. Props Master ................................................................................................. Keizo Osuga 
Asst. Costume Designer ............................................................................................ Lexi Howe 
Asst. Fight Choreographer ............................................................................. Tyler Szarabajka 
Asst. Sound Designer/Board Op ........................................................................... Greg Kontos 
Charge Artist .............................................................................................................. Kim Lartz• 
Wardrobe Supervisor .......................................................................................... Autumn Egger 
Lighting Crew ........................... Katie Maclaughlin, Owen McGee, Erin Powell, Andrew Wolf 
Paint Crew ................................................. Alyssa Fuentes, Georgia Kaminski, Emma Lizzio, 
Sarah Wiers, Caitlin Wolfe 
Deck & Wardrobe Crew ........................ Adam Bridges, Lindsey Cocom, Ekaterina Everhart, 
Alex Jorn, Alex Kulak, Elizabeth McNamara, Meher Randhawa, 
Gwen Sinclair, Abby Steinhaus, Katie Thomas, Katia Velisaris 
Crafts Shop Supervisor ................................................................................. J. Wendy Wallace 
Crafts Shop Practicum ................................ Melanie Brixius, Grethen Fischer, Emily Franke, 
Briana Golden, Colleen Hollis, Lauren O'Neil, DerekTilli 
Costume Shop Supervisor ................................................................................ Karl Beth Rust 
Costume Shop Staff ........................ Amanda Bedker•, Nicole R. Kippen•, Janelle L. Smith*, 
Amanda Vander Byl*, Megan Wood*, Daniel Balsamo, Autumn Egger, 
Danna Goodman, China Hawkins, Lexi Howe, Dillon Knapp, 
Katie Kurz, Abby Langner, Ian Liberman, Torrey Mebust, 
Megan Wunglueck 
Costume Shop Practicum ....................................... Molly Perling, Kara Quinn, Justin Smith, 
Mollie Spoerer, Deanna Stewart 
Lighting and Sound Supervisor ....................................................................... Josh Foxhoven 
Lighting Shop Staff .................................... Trey Brazeal*, Laura Gisondi*, Erica Maholmes•, 
Cambry Totten-Wade* 
Lighting Shop Practicum ................................... Ashleigh Colyer, Jack Hradecky, Nick Maty, 
Derek Ray, Justin Smith 
Sound Shop Staff ............. Connor Kubil, Gregg Kontos, Anthony Mariano, Devon Rodland 
Prop Shop Supervisor .............................................................................................. Kim Lartz• 
Prop Shop Staff .................................................................. MaKenna Lockhart, Halley Paluch 
Prop Shop Practicum ...................................... Tino Avila, Shannon Drewes, Mattilyn Nation, 
Veronique Robins, Jabari Tate, Armando Trujillo, Bobby Voss, 
Krysta Wentland, Rita Wicks 
Scene Shop Supervisor ........................................................................................ Kevin Paxton 
Scene Shop Staff .................................... Claire Buchanan, Jon Buettner, Caroline Dischell*, 
Jordan Gerow•, Kiara Irizarry, Jake Lambert, Allison McCarthy•, 
Keizo Osuga, Adam Peak, Cambry Totten-Wade*, Tom Windle, Audrey Ziemba 
Box Office Staff ......................... Natasha Amezcua, Alexis Brock, Grant Brown, Erika Clark, 
Megan Compton, Anthony Harden, Emma Harmon, Katie Helander, 
Sarah Lange, Sam Masini, Bailey Reiser, Cody Rogers, 
Sarah Seidler, Caitlin Wolfe 
Special Thanks: 
Lori Adams, Paul Dennhart, Molly Briggs, Gary Alcorn, Bruce Burningham, 
Dan Ozminkowski, Lucy Yahr, Marisol Cowan, Kiara Irizarry, Robert Quinlan, John Tovar, 
Janet Wilson, Megan Wood, Ross Egan, Jordan Flgeroua, Julia Burke, Spencer Brady, 
Lauren Lowell, Elena Hansen, Kathleen Lonbom, Diana Jaher 
SCHOOL 
Illinois St-nn: U11iPt.-nity 
DIRECTOR'S NOTES 
What is love? 
For something so grand, so ubiquitous, so palpably impacHul on our lives, "love" is 
exceedingly difficult to pin down. The Illusion gives us many examples of it: romantic, 
parental, platonic, and even narcissistic, hot and cold, fading into view or burning out like 
a lamp. Each variation on a theme brings with it a new perspective on the meaning of love, 
with one thing in common-pain and hurt, and their friend disappointment, will always 
form part of the picture. Is this love? The Illusion gives us many answers. 
The play, like life itself, is a densely layered tapestry of experience, and we are ultimately 
left pulling at threads in an attempt to grasp something concrete. The magician, guide, 
and teacher Alcandre would have us learn what we already know-that we must pull these 
threads, even if it causes the tapestry to unravel in our hands. 
- Enrico Spada*, director 
DRAMATURG'S NOTES 
The Illusion, freely adapted by Tony Kushner from Pierre Corneille, is indeed a "strange 
monster'! Coming right at the end of French Neoclassicism, a period of strict adherence to 
the classical rules, it receives a lot of negative reaction from the period for noncompliance. 
Philosophers of Neoclassicism believed everything is and should be controlled, hence 
Aristotle's Poetics and Horace's Ars Poetics became the backdrop on which plays were 
written. To be considered an ideal work of art, the piece had to follow the three unities 
of time (taking place in a single day), place (a play must be set in a single location), and 
action (conformity to a single plot and nothing complicated, to aid the audience members' 
understanding and empathy). To put it lightly, Corneille was not considered "ideal'! 
For Kushner, the stories told by the play are one of the reasons he adapts it. He 
acknowledges that though the play is set in the 17th Century, it still has a modern and 
contemporary feel which inspires him to upgrade both the period and language of the play, 
resulting in a poetic language. The Illusion is considered a powerful message of love: not 
only its "passion and disappointments," but also the hope it presents. 
- Irene Gasarah**, Dramaturg 
*Denotes Master of Fine Arts candidate 
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